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side. But I wonder that the notorious inefficacy of then
teaching, and the low spiritual level of their own and the
succeeding age, did not disincline him to their alliance, and
suggest the question, whether the feebleness of their influ-
ence was not due to the very feature for which he cites
them. They failed to do the awakening work which has
been achieved by many a man their intellectual inferior,
because they harped upon the wrong chord. Hedonistic
advance to any higher love is not less impossible than
horizontal movement up hill.

The instances which lend some plausibility to Professor
Sidgwick's position, and which he probably had m view, are
those in which the self-discipline is conducted under the
influence of mixed motives; and if, in instituting it, pruden-
tial desire plays at all a conspicuous part, it may seem as
though the whole process were under its direction; yet the
agent, once launched upon his course, is again and again
taken out of his own hands by currents of enthusiasm
which sweep him away from his self-regards. He thus
alternates his egoism with disinterested desires; and in
proportion as the latter snatch him from his self-love, they
neutralise its incapacity, and carry him on while it is laid to
sleep. What he thus achieves in the way of disinterested-
ness is in spite of his prudential aim, not m consequence of
it, and should be cited in illustration, not of its triumph,
but of its defeat He passes to and fro between two lives,
now watchful of his pleasures, then torn from them by
some lavish love; and it is hot the measured steps of the
former that conduct him to the latter; but the wings of the
latter that lift him off his cautious feet. In principle this is
admitted by Professor Sidgwick himself; for where *a
stricter disinterestedness' and an c absolute self-devotion' is
required, he pronounces it to be an attainment beyond the
reach of Rational Egoism. ' Other persons, however, seem
to carry the religious consciousness and the feeling of
human affection to a higher'stage of refinement, at which a
stricter disinterestedness is exacted. They maintain that